
1. To understand how the draft budget provides for the delivery of the next

rail franchise and Metro from October 2018:

 What is your view of the affordability of the next rail franchise given

that the tender has been opened without agreement with the

Department for Transport on the £1billion of funding for the franchise

which is currently in dispute?

 During general scrutiny the Cabinet Secretary referred to “mitigating

projects” being considered as a contingency if agreement is not

reached. Can a potential £67m annual revenue shortfall in franchise

funding be mitigated without significant loss of service?

 What is the basis for decisions on budget allocations for Metro Phase 2

(electrification of the Core Valley lines)? Why has only £173m of a total

Welsh Government capital requirement of £503m been moved from

reserves?

 How does the draft budget provide for the North Wales Metro? What

allocations have been made and what will they fund?

2. To understand how the draft budget provides highways investment,

particularly the M4 relief road:

 Approximately £740m is held in capital reserves for the M4 relief road

over the next three years. What is the basis for this allocation given

the total project cost estimate of about £1.1 billion?

 The draft budget includes £375m borrowing, although this funding is

not reallocated, so that no borrowing has been specifically allocated

for the M4 relief road project. How and when will borrowing powers be

used?

 Do wider Welsh Government highways projects remain affordable

given reports that the Cabinet Secretary has initiated a review of

section 2 of the A465 dualling scheme?

 Approximately £740m has been held in reserve for the M4 relief road

over the next three years, compared to £300m for road maintenance

and improvement more generally. Does this represent
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underinvestment in the wider trunk road network at the expense of 

the M4? 

3. To understand how the Well-being of Future Generations Act 2015 has

influenced the draft budget, particularly with regard to the M4 relief road:

 How does the Cabinet Secretary’s stated objective of “maximising

economic benefits” square with the obligation under the Well-being of

Future Generations Act to improve the social, economic,

environmental and cultural wellbeing of Wales?

 The Future Generations Commissioner has said in supplementary

evidence to the M4 inquiry that she “fundamentally disagrees” with the

interpretation of the Act put forward by the Welsh Government’s

counsel to the inquiry.  Given this comment, does the Cabinet

Secretary consider that there may be a need to fundamentally change

the approach to implementing the Act taken by his Department?

4. To discuss how the draft budget supports local authorities’ transport

obligations:

 How does the Cabinet Secretary take account of changes in the local

government settlement when deciding his transport budget allocations

for local authorities?

 Can the Cabinet Secretary give an example from this or any past year

of where the transport budget has changed to reflect pressures on

transport spending arising from reductions in the local government

settlement?

[Note: the relevant funding streams include: the Local Transport Fund;

Safe Routes in Communities; Road Safety Grant; Local Transport

Network Fund and Bus Services Support Grant].

 The Bus Services Support Grant has been frozen at £25m since 2013-

14 and will remain at this level until 2019-20. What assessment was

made of the overall level of spending by local authorities in support of

socially necessary but uneconomic bus services in deciding on this

allocation?

 Why does the Cabinet Secretary describe funding for active travel as

“complex”?  Can he explain why he has commissioned a “detailed

review” of the approach to funding active travel and provide further

detail on the methodology of the review?

5. To discuss funding for, and the future of, concessionary travel in Wales:



 Is the all Wales mandatory concessionary fares scheme affordable in

the short and long term? When does the Cabinet Secretary anticipate

that demographic pressures from an aging population etc. will require

changes to the scheme? What options are being considered?

 The Welsh Government has increased reimbursement rates for

Community Transport operators participating in the all Wales scheme

by 8.7% backdated to April 2016. How has the overall funding

allocation for the scheme changed to reflect this?

 What approach is being taken to the evaluation of the current youth

concessionary fares scheme which the Cabinet Secretary refers to in

his paper?  What changes to the scheme are being considered and

why?

 Can the Cabinet Secretary provide a breakdown of budget allocations

and expenditure on youth concessionary fares since the introduction

of mytravelpass in 2015, including expenditure per pass?

 The Cabinet Secretary’s paper refers to “the potential to continue..[the

youth concessionary fares]…initiative on a commercial basis and

potentially with a much reduced amount from the Welsh Government”.

Why is the youth concessionary fares scheme not funded on the same

basis as the all Wales scheme?

6. To explore how the draft budget relates to the forthcoming Economic

Action Plan.

 Given the Cabinet Secretary is currently developing his Economic

Action Plan, to what extent has this informed the allocations in his

budget?

 Does the Cabinet Secretary intend to re-present his budget once the

Economic Action Plan is published, to show the specific resources

allocated to each aspect of the Plan, along with the outputs and

outcomes expected to be achieved?

 Objective 3 in the Welsh Government’s Strategic Equality Plan is to

“Identify and reduce the causes of employment, skills and pay

inequalities related to gender, ethnicity, age and disability”. Which

specific budget allocations have been made to achieve this objective?

7. To discuss the Cabinet Secretary’s intentions with regard to support for

the Foundational Economy:

http://gov.wales/docs/dsjlg/publications/equality/161214-strategic-equality-plan-en.pdf


 Can he provide further detail on the £1.5 million allocated to

supporting the Foundational Economy in 2018-19, and what it is

expected to achieve?

 Can the Cabinet Secretary explain why there is no similar allocation for

2019-20?

 Are there any other allocations in his budget that support the

Foundational Economy specifically?

8. To probe the Cabinet Secretary for further detail on the budget

allocations made in support of the Development Bank of Wales (DBW):

 The Cabinet Secretary’s paper outlines that £28 million in capital

funding has been allocated to support the investment funds of the

Development Bank over the next three financial years. What impact will

this have on the fee income earned by the Development Bank?

 Does the Cabinet Secretary agree with the view expressed in the

Strategic Overview document (page 8) produced by the Development

Bank that “the most critical risk the new bank faces is securing the

funding it needs”?

 Can the Cabinet Secretary share the full details of any analysis that has

been undertaken of the costs of establishing the DBW Head Office in

Wrexham, and can he clarify whether any allocations have been made

in the budget regarding this?
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